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U.S. & Sri Lanka Sign Mutual Services Pact

(US Embassy Press Release)

Sri Lankan Defense Secretary Gotabaya Rajapaksa and
U.S. Ambassador Robert Blake signed a logistical agreement
between the two countries, providing a framework for increased
interoperability. The Acquisition and Cross - Servicing Agreement
(ACSA) will allow the United States and Sri Lanka to transfer
and exchange logistics supplies, supplies, support, and re-fueling
services, either in kind or at cost, during peacekeeping missions,
humanitarian operations and joint exercises. The United States has
ACSA agreement with 89 other countries around the world.

The categories of allowable goods and services include food,
petroleum, and transportation. The provision of weapons systems
or ammunition is expressly prohibited under this agreement. Each
nation's forces can support the other during contingencies, such

as disaster relief or peace-keeping operations, which reduces the
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logistics requirement for each nation'

Logistics support allowed under this agreement cannot
be transferred beyond the forces of the receiving party without
consent of the providing party. The agreement will be effect for ten
years, and all transactions must be mutually agreed upon before
any transfer is made.

"ACSA will facilitate the exchange of no-lethal equipment,
increase cooperation in the field and reduce the paperwork
involved" Ambassador Blake said "For example, if the Sri Lankan
Army had sent troops to assist in the Pakistani earthquake and
needed winter coats for the soldiers, under ACSA the United
States could provide those winter coasts in exchange for fuel and
foodstuffs the next time a U.S. Vessel made a port call in Colombo.
On-the - ground cooperation between our two armed forces was
evident in the aftermath of the tsunami disaster. This will enhance
both nations' ability to engage in disaster relief and peace-keeping

missions more effectively" he added.
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ecm. e®mie, 88mc? "This Ministry is pleased to inform that
the above-mentioned personnel will be accorded the same status
as provided to technical and administrative staff of the Embassy of
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military and civilian personnel. g0 e®=» ® 03w B85,
personnel who are under contract to the US Department of Defence
who may be temporarily present in Sri Lanka in connection with
ship visits, traning, exercises, humanitarian activities and other
activities mutually agreed.
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"...that U.S. personnel may enter and exit Sri Lanka with US
identification and with collective movement or individual travel
orders..."
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" ..Sri Lankan authorities shall accept as valid, without
a driving test or fee, driving licences or permits issued by the
appropriate Us authorities to US personnel for the operation of
vehicles."
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The Embassy further proposes that US personnel be
authorized to wear uniforms while performing official duties and
to carry arms while on duty if authorized to do so by their orders."
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(3) The Government of Sri Lanka recognizes the particular
importanc of disciplinary control by U.S. Armed Forces authorities
over U.S. personnel and, therefore, authorizes the Government
of the United States to exercise criminal Jurisdiction over U.S.
personnel while in Sri Lanka.
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(4) The Embassy further proposes that the U.S. Department
of Defence and U.S. personnel shall not be liable to pay any tax or
similar charge assessed within Sri Lanka.
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" Such importation, exportation, and use shall be exempt
from any inspection, license, other retrictions, customs duties,
taxes, or any other charges assessed within Sri Lanka."
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" Aircraft and vessels of the U.S. Government shall be free
from boarding and inspection."
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"Such contracts shall be solicited, awarded and administered
in accordance with the laws and regulations of the Government of
the United States of America."
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"Acquisition of articles and services in Sri Lanka by or on
behalf of the U.S. Department of Defence in connection with
activities under this Agreement shall not be subject to any taxes or
similar charges in Sri Lanka."

g Bueslesd, d eocEesio VAT aowe odsles m@g
@@ transaction O OT> YOO, FBeso FO O e
0RO DB WoeRINHBE OMER Bewm, ¢8 o®
0O @1e®8m1ed Jg® YIBIDB R I OB BB e®m
BEE bBe®sly ©5380cews ¢les’ mwiess. a8 gnmd,
Rt used @5I» ©FFOCBervs’ 0@l e®m? e®en®
28850180 R0 IS, Comed BIesBODS W Es3?
Coed ENIJROLE @1 @Y Eoed HxndeBm®d
0@ oFfems A evdEm Buyr. & gfes’ »o» VEHOEO
e0dx® B @1e®81e0 »O3weO gy WEss? § Coied
@G¢ DD ¢owd 318G@T1ed Ot BO8®S grles’ megrs
Qg e0dBIes L, EHIBID BB DL DREeEs 0® WO

54



&e@8IBO GO 3OS O
BEe® evepen ®)

BEBIHO, 006 OO PDCHE.

"(10) the Government of Sri Lanka recognizes that it may
be necessary for the U.S. Armed Forces to use the radio spectrum.
The U.S. U.S. Department of Defense shall be allowed to operate
its own telecommunication systems...

This shall include the right to utilize such means and services
as required to ensure full ability to operate telecommunication
systems. Use of the radio spectrum shall be free of cost the U.S.
Government."
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"(11) The Embassy proposes that the parties waive any and
all claims (other than contractual claims) against each other for
damage to, loss of or destruction of the other's property or injury
or death to personnel of either party's...."
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"... together with the reply from the Government of Sri
Lanka shall constitute an agreement between the two governments
effective from the date of the Government of Sri Lanka's reply."
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